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Occasional  Paper.  No.  17. 

JANUARY  20th,  1902. 

All  communications  for  the  next  number  must  be  sent  on  or  before 
March  24th,  to  Mr.  Henry  J.  Wilson,  Hon.  Editor,  53,  Victoria  Street, 
Westminster,  London,  S.W. 

The  Editor  does  not  of  necessity  identify  himself  with  opinions  which 
may  be  expressed  in  the  signed  articles  or  in  letters  of  correspondents,  and 
the  right  is  reserved  of  not  printing  any  letter  which  may  seem  not  to  come 
within  the  limits  of  a  discussion  likely  to  be  profitable.  Letters  must  be 
accompanied  by  the  writer's  name  and  address,  not  necessarily  for  pub- 
lication, but  as  a  guarantee  of  good  faith. 

Copies  of  this  Paper,  price  3d.  each,  or  3|d.  post  free,  can  be  obtained 
from  the  Editor. 


EDITORIAL. 


On  page  304  are  set  forth  the  preliminary  arrangements 
which  have  been  made  for  the  Conference  on  April  22nd,  23rd 
and  24th,  which  is  being  organised  by  the  Committee  of  the 
Gardner  Trust.  The  subjects  selected  for  discussion  and  the 
names  of  the  experts  who  have  undertaken  to  write  Papers 
form  a  sufficient  guarantee  that  the  Conference  will  be  of  a  most 
interesting  character. 

We  earnestly  hope  that  friendly  discussion  may  be  the 
means  of  arriving  at  a  practical  solution  of  some  of  the  perplexing 
problems,  and  that  the  result  of  holding  the  Conference  may  be 
of  real  and  lasting  benefit  to  the  Blind. 

Intending  subscribers  to  "The  Blind"  are  reminded  that 
their  subscriptions  (is.  2d.)  for  the  current  year  are  now  due,  as 
payments  should  be  made  in  advance. 

HENRY  J.  WILSON. 


NOTES. 

1.  It  is  with  the  greatest  possible  regret  that  we  have  to 
announce  the  death  of  Mrs.  T.  R.  Armitage,  which  took  place  in 
her  75th  year,  on  Sunday,  November  3rd,  at  32,  Cambridge 
Square,  Hyde  Park,  W.  The  first  part  of  the  funeral  service  was 
held  at  St.  John's  Church,  Paddington,  at  3  p.m.,  on  November 
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6th,  and  there  were  many  sorrowing  relatives  and  friends  present, 
including  several  blind  persons,  whose  sincere  affection  and 
respect  she  had  won.  A  short  appropriate  address  was 
given,  and  the  hymns  sung  were,  "  Nearer  my  God  to  Thee," 
which  was  a  very  favourite  one  of  Dr.  Armitage' s,  and  "  For 
ever  with  the  Lord."  The  hymns  and  chants  were  most  impres- 
sively rendered  by  the  choir  from  the  Royal  Normal  College  for 
the  Blind,  accompanied  on  the  organ  with  much  feeling  by  Miss 
Lucas,  a  blind  instructress  at  the  College,  who  also  played 
the  Dead  March  in  Saul  at  the  end  of  the  service,  after  the 
Nunc  Dimittis  had  been  sung.  In  the  evening  the  body  was 
taken  across  to  Ireland  for  interment  there.  In  the  death 
of  Mrs.  Armitage,  the  Blind  have  lost  not  only  a  great  benefac- 
tress, but  a  true  friend.  She  worthily  followed  in  the  footsteps 
of  her  late  husband,  Dr.  T.  R.  Armitage,  who  was  called  "  The 
Friend  of  the  Blind,"  and  she  always  had  a  warm,  sympathetic  and 
responsive  heart  for  them  in  their  many  and  complex  trials. 
She  was  never  weary  in  aiding  them  to  the  best  of  her  ability 
with  her  valuable  advice  and  large-hearted  liberality.  The 
world  knew  little  or  nothing  of  her  generosity,  because  her 
gifts  were  always  made  with  quiet  Christian  unostentatiousness. 
She  continued  the  work  of  the  "  British  and  Foreign  Blind 
Association,"  inaugurated  by,  and  so  dear  to  the  heart  of,  her 
husband,  with  intense  zeal  and  earnestness,  and  with  large  bene- 
factions, knowing  of  what  incalculable  benefit  to  the  Blind  this 
Society  has  been.  We  earnestly  hope  that  many  may  be  stirred 
by  her  noble  example  to  devote  themselves  to  the  cause  which 
she  served  so  well. 


2.  Mr.  H.  F.  Lane,  of  Worcester  College,  Oxford,  took 
his  degree  on  the  5th  of  December,  and  is  now  in  a  solicitor's 
office  in  Bradford. 


3.  At  the  Government  Examination,  held  in  July  last,  the 
following  students  passed  at  the  Smith  Training  College  for  the 
Blind. 

Teachers'  Certificates  : — Second  year.     The  Misses  Louisa 
Robertson,  and    Lily   Steele  ;    Messrs.    John   Wright,  and  Geo. 
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Whittleton.      First  year.    The  Misses  Edith  Ascoli,  Kate  Green- 
slade,  Eleanor  Harris,  Phoebe  Schofield,  and  Louisa  Marston. 

Miss  Ellen  Wiley,  Acting  Teacher  at  the  Newcastle  School 
for  the  Blind,  and  Miss  Margaret  Morrison,  Teacher  at  the 
Liverpool  School,  also  passed  their  second  year's  Examination. 


4.     The  foundation  stone  of  the    new   buildings   of    the 

School   for  the   Indigent  Blind,    at  Leatherhead,  was  laid  on 

November    13th,  by  H.R.H.  Princess  Christian.     There  was  a 

large   and    influential   gathering,    and,    owing   to  the  excellent 

arrangements,    all   passed    off    very   well,    notwithstanding    the 

threatening  weather.     There  was  a  special  train  from  Waterloo 

Station  for   the    invited   guests.      The  Princess    on  arrival  was 

received    by  the  Building    Committee,    and  conducted   to   the 

reception  tent,  where  several  presentations  were  made,  and  then 

to  the  large  marquee  where  the  ceremony  was  to  take  place. 

Major-General  J.  E.  D.  Hill,  Chairman  of  the  Committee,  read 

an  address  to  the  Princess,  in  which  he  said  that  "  in  rearing  this 

building,  no  pains  have  been  spared  to  include   every   known 

excellence   in   the   education    of  the   blind  .     .     .     .     .     The 

School  will  accommodate  200    pupils,   and  the  building  is    so 

designed  that  it  will  readily  lend  itself  to  enlargement  as  the 

demand  becomes  felt."     After  the  address,  a  song  of  welcome, 

composed  and  set  to  music  by  pupils,  and  a  hymn,  were  sung  by 

the  school  choir;  and  then,  after  a  prayer  had  been  offered  by 

the  Bishop  of  Winchester,  the  foundation  stone  was  laid  by  the 

Princess.     The  Lord  Mayor  of  London  proposed,  and  the  Rev. 

Canon  Utterton,  who  has  been  Vicar  of  Leatherhead  for  25  years, 

seconded   the   following   resolution,    which    was    duly   carried : 

"  That  this  meeting  earnestly  prays  that  every  blessing  may  rest 

upon  the   School  for  the   Indigent  Blind,  in    its  new  home  at 

Leatherhead,  and  all  present  will  use  every  endeavour  to  promote 

its  success   and  prosperity."     A  vote  of  thanks  to  Her  Royal 

Highness  was  proposed  by  Sir  Joseph  Savory,  Bart.,  seconded 

by  Mr.   Cau?ton,  M.P.,  and  carried  amid  great  applause.     The 

following   is  the  inscription   on   the  foundation  stone  :    "  This 

stone  was  laid  in  the  first  year  of  the  reign  of  King  Edward  VII. 


by  H.R.H.  Princess  Helena  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland, 
Princess  Christian  of  Schleswig-Holstein,  daughter  of  Queen 
Victoria,  who  was  for  64  years  patron  of  this  Institution. 
Nov.  13th,  1901."  The  buildings  are  in  an  advanced  stage  of 
erection,  and  are  of  red  brick  with  stone  facings. 


5.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  George  H.  Raison  were  appointed  in 
November,  master  and  matron  respectively,  at  Henshaw's  Blind 
Asylum. 


6.  Mr.  Gilbert  Hardabeck,  of  Belfast,  has  again  been 
successful  in  the  competitions  of  the  "  Feis  Ceoil,"  at  Dublin. 
His  Cantata,  the  "  Red  Hand  of  Ulster,"  was  awarded  the  First 
Prize  by  Dr.  E.  Prout. 


7.  Miss  Olga  Kuntze,  who  received  her  training  at  the 
Royal  Normal  College  for  the  Blind,  was  one  of  26  candidates 
examined  on  September  30th  for  the  Mendelssohn  prize  of  1,500 
marks,  at  the  Royal  Academy  of  Music  at  Berlin.  This  is  the 
first  time  that  a  blind  person  has  competed  at  the  Academy,  and 
though  she  did  not  succeed  in  gaining  the  first  prize,  her  organ 
playing  was  so  good  that  she  was  awarded  one  of  the  three  smaller 
prizes  of  200  marks,  and  was  warmly  complimented  on  her  per- 
formances by  Professor  Joachim  and  the  other  professors  who 
conducted  the  examinations.  We  heartily  congratulate  Miss 
Kuntze  on  her  success. 


8.  It  is  with  much  pleasure  that  we  are  able  to  announce 
that  Miss  Edith  G.  Wood,  who  has  been  trained  as  a  Gardner 
Scholar,  in  shorthand  and  typewriting,  at  the  Birmingham  Institu- 
tion for  the  Blind,  has  obtained  a  situation  as  a  typist,  with  the 
Remington  Typewriting  Company.  We  believe  that  this  is  the 
first  time  that  a  blind  person  has  worked  in  this  capacity  amongst, 
and  on  the  same  conditions  as,  sighted  people.  Miss  Wood 
has  our  heartiest  good  wishes  for  her  success. 


9.  A  tablet  has  recently  been  placed  in  the  entrance  hall 
of  the  Royal  Normal  College,  by  the  widow  of  the  late  W.  F. 
Schweir,  Mus.  Baa,  F.C.O.,  L.R.A.M. 
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Mr.  Schweir  was  one  of  the  first  pupils  of  the  College,  and 
also  the  first  to  play  with  an  orchestra;  the  concert  was  con- 
ducted by  Dr.  Hans  von  Bulow,  at  St.  James'  Hall.  When 
Schweir  left  the  College  in  1882,  he  received  the  appointment 
of  Organist  and  Choirmaster  at  Christ  Church,  High  Barnet. 
He  gained  a  large  teaching  connection,  and  formed  a  Choral 
Society.  During  his  residence  in  Barnet,  he  was  the  leader  in 
musical  matters,  and  many  excellent  concerts  were  given  under 
his  baton.  After  thirteen  years  hard  work,  a  serious  illness 
compelled  him  to  give  up,  and  he  died  of  phthisis,  April  1901, 
aged  37. 


10.  The  Committee  of  the  Gardner  Trust  have  issued  a 
succinct  account  of  the  assistance  given  by  them  to  the  Blind 
during  1901.  This  account  appeared  in  the  Times,  Morning 
Post,  Daily  Telegraph,  and  Standard  of  January  nth,  and  is 
preceded  by  a  reference  to  the  Conference  now  being  organised 
by  the  Committee,  and  to  be  held  in  April  next. 

The  following  is  a  summary  of  disbursements  sanctioned 
during  1901  :  — 

(1.)  ,£4,033  towards  the  board  and  tuition  of  106  scholars  at 
various  Colleges  and  Institutions,  including  three 
Scholarships  at  Oxford  and  one  at  Cambridge  Uni- 
versities, of  the  value  of  £60  each. 

(2.)  £2,860  to  225  pensioners.  There  are  27  pensioners  at 
£  20,  68  at  £\$,  and  130  at  £10  a.  year. 

(3-)  £I>9I°  to  29  Institutions  and  Societies  for  building 
purposes,  general  expenses,  &c. 

(4.)  ^776  towards  the  fees  for  the  instruction  of  62  pupils 
above  the  age  of  16  years  at  various  schools  and 
workshops. 

(5.)  £  429  to  67  individuals  for  assistance  in  starting,  or 
carrying  on,  their  trades  as  pianoforte  tuners,  basket 
makers,  mat  makers,  chair  caners,  &c. 

Leaflets  on  Prevention  of  Blindness  can  be  obtained  gratis 
on  application  at  the  Office,  53,  Victoria  Street.  London,  S.W. 
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1 1 .  The  work  of  the  National  Lending  Library  for  the 
Blind,  114,  Belsize  Road,  N.W.,  has  increased  so  much  lately, 
that  an  Assistant  Secretary  was  appointed  last  month.  A  special 
"Blind  Writers'  Fund"  has  also  been  formed,  chiefly  by  the 
efforts  of  Mrs.  Dow,  for  the  purpose  of  employing  more  blind 
writers  of  books  for  the  Library. 


12.  The  Committee  of  the  Institution  for  the  Blind,  at 
Bradford,  have  decided  to  extend  their  present  premises  at  an 
estimated  cost  of  ^1,500.  The  new  building  will  be  five  stories 
high,  and  will  provide  accommodation  for  20  additional  blind 
workers.  The  Scheme  was  warmly  taken  up  at  the  "  Founders' 
Meeting,"  in  November  last.  At  that  meeting,  Mr.  Stainsby 
gave  an  address  on  type-writing,  and  the  new  shorthand  Braille 
system,  and  Mr.  Myers  gave  a  practical  demonstration  of  its 
utility. 


13.  A  revised  draft  of  the  new  scheme  for  the  management 
of  Henshaw's  Blind  Asylum  was  issued  last  month  from  the 
Office  of  the  Charity  Commission.  When  the  scheme  comes 
into  operation — but  we  understand  that  probably  further  amend- 
ments will  be  made  in  it — the  Trustees  will  have  a  much  more 
extended  sphere  for  benefiting  the  Blind  of  all  ages  and  in 
various  ways. 


14.  We  are  pleased  to  hear  that  a  Public  Meeting  was  held 
in  Stoke-on-Trent,  on  October  28th,  for  the  purpose  of  providing 
workshops  for  the  Blind,  and  the  following  resolution  was  passed 
unanimously  :  "That  it  is  desirable  to  establish  a  scheme  for 
providing  classes  and  workshops  to  enable  the  Blind  of  North 
Staffordshire  to  acquire  the  knowledge  of  a  trade,  and  so  after- 
wards be  able  to  earn  a  livelihood  ;  and  that  this  meeting  pledges 
itself  to  support  such  scheme."  The  opening  of  the  proposed 
workshops  will  be  a  great  advantage  to  the  pupils,  who  have  to 
leave  the  Institution  under  the  North  Staffordshire  Joint  School 
Authority  at  the  age  of  16.  The  initial  expenses  are  estimated 
at  £100,  and  this  sum  was  practically  raised  at  the  meeting.     The 
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cost  of  the  upkeep  of  the  workshop  is  estimated  at  ^300  to  ^350 
a  year,  and  we  understand  that  a  large  portion  of  this  amount 
has  already  been  promised  for  the  first  two  years.  It  is  intended 
to  rent  a  building  at  Hanley  for  two  years,  where  1 2  children  can 
be  trained  and  employed  in  basket  and  brush  making. 


15.  A  large  meeting  was  held  last  November  in  the  Town 
Hall,  Wakefield,  at  the  invitation  of  the  Mayor  and  Mayoress,  in 
support  of  the  workshops  for  the  Blind,  recently  opened  at  158, 
Westgate.  There  are  about  60  blind  people  in  the  district. 
A  Sub-committee  was  formed  to  manage  the  workshops  and  to 
raise  for  that  object  about  £100  a  year.  These  workshops  are  a 
development  of  the  Wakefield  Home  Teaching  Society  for  the 
Blind,  which  has  been,  carried  on  for  many  years  by  Miss  E. 
Fennell. 


16.  The  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Huddersfield  Blind  Society 
was  held  in  October,  and  special  reference  was  made  to  a  work- 
shop recently  opened  for  men.  It  was  hoped  that  before  long 
a  suitable  room  would  be  found  where  blind  women  could  be 
employed. 


17.  At  the  Birmingham  Institution,  a  potter's  wheel  has 
been  recently  constructed,  and  we  can  bear  witness  to  the  eager 
enjoyment  with  which  the  children  receive  their  lessons  on  the 
wheel,  and  the  fascination  it  has  for  them  when  moulding  the  clay 
into  various  shapes.  The  introduction  of  this  wheel  is  likely  to 
prove  of  great  benefit  to  the  children,  by  giving  them  accurate 
ideas  of  form. 


18.  Our  thanks  are  due  to  one  of  our  readers  for  kindly 
sparing  a  copy  of  No.  4  of  "  The  Blind  "  to  send  Mr.  Molden- 
hauer,  as  requested  in  paragraph  No.  22  of  last  number.  We 
are  now  asked  by  Mr.  S.  Corbett,  Mus.  Doc,  Malbank  Grove, 
Nantwich,  to  enquire  whether  he  can  purchase  a  copy  of  No.  1, 
in  order  to  complete  his  set.  No.  1  has  been  out  of  print  for  a 
long  time,  but  if  anyone  can  spare  a  copy,  please  write  direct  to 
Dr.  Corbett. 
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ig.  On  November  22nd,  new  dining  and  recreation  rooms, 
built  at  a  cost  of  ^1,900,  were  opened  in  connection  with  the 
Belfast  Workshops  for  the  Blind.  The  workshops  were  started 
just  30  years  ago  in  an  ordinary  dwelling-house,  with  ten  blind 
persons,  of  whom  three  are  still  alive  and  at  work  at  the  Institu- 
tion. Now  1 10  are  given  constant  employment,  and,  as  many  of 
them  live  at  some  distance  from  the  workshops,  the  new  buildings 
will  be  convenient  for  dining  in.  During  the  past  30  years 
,£40,000  have  been  paid  in  wages  to  the  Blind.  Almost  all  the 
Irish  contract  for  the  large  baskets  used  by  the  Post  Office  for 
carrying  the  Parcel  Post,  has  been  given  to  the  Institution. 


20.  An  excellent  appeal,  in  a  booklet  most  artistically 
illustrated  by  A.  C.  S.  Bloxham,  is  being  circulated  by  the 
Committee  of  the  Institution  for  the  Blind  at  Birmingham,  in 
order  to  raise  ^20,000  for  a  new  Kindergarten  School. 


21.  The  following  books  in  Braille  have  recently  been 
added  to  the  Free  Library  at  Oxford  : — Bagehot's  "  Physics  and 
Politics."  Bosanquet's  "Essentials  of  Logic."  Stubbs' "Coming 
of  the  Friars."  Adam  Smith's  "Colonies."  Lock's  "St.  Paul, 
the  Master-builder."  Pullen's  "  Christian  Doctrine."  Greenidge's 
"  Constitutional  History  of  Greece,"  first  three  vols.  Goldsmith's 
"  Citizen  of  the  World,"  first  two  vols.  Holland's  "  Elements  of 
Jurisprudence,"  vol  v.,  and  the  Epistles  to  the  Philippians  and  to 
the  Hebrews,  in  Greek. 


22.  The  1 6th  Annual  Report  of  the  Industrial  School  for 
the  Blind  at  North  Adelaide,  South  Australia,  has  been  kindly 
sent  us,  and  is  very  interesting.  Over  ^"20,000  have  been  paid 
to  the  Blind  during  the  16  years.  The  sales  during  the  last  year 
amounted  to  ^4,947,  and  the  57  blind  workers  received  ^2,405. 
Most  encouraging  reports  are  given  of  old  pupils,  nearly  all  of 
whom  are  maintaining  themselves,  and  in  many  cases  supporting 
families  as  well. 

A  Department  for  publishing  Books  and  a  Monthly  Magazine 
in  Braille  type  has  been  started  in  connection  with  the  School. 
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The  labour  of  setting  type,  machining  and  binding  of  books 
will  be  done  by  blind  operatives.  The  new  Magazine,  entitled 
"  Morning,"  will  consist  of  60  pages,  and  the  subscription  is 
12s.  a  year,  post  free.  The  first  number  will  appear  this  month, 
and  will  contain,  as  a  serial,  the  Australian  Bush  Story,  "Paving 
the  Way."  We  congratulate  Mr.  Hendry,  the  Manager  of  the 
School,  for  having  introduced  Braille  printing  into  Australia. 
Hitherto  books  have  been  transcribed  by  hand  only. 


23.  An  International  Congress  for  the  Improvement  of  the 
Blind,  under  the  distinguished  patronage  of  H.M.  Leopold  II., 
King  of  Belgium,  will  be  held  from  August  6th  to  10th,  in  the 
"  Palais  des  Academies,"  Brussels.  Visits  to  Schools  for  the 
Blind  will  take  place  during  the  Congress,  and  articles  used  in 
in  the  intellectual,  musical  and  professional  teaching  of  the 
Blind  will  be  exhibited.  A  contribution  of  8s.  is  fixed  for 
members,  to  each  of  whom  a  printed  report  of  the  proceedings 
of  the  Congress  will  be  sent. 

24.  Dr.  Dussard  has  invented  a  new  instrument  for  writing 
Braille,  and  it  is  thought  very  highly  of  in  Paris.  Dr.  Laborde 
says  it  constitutes  "  a  revolution  in  the  processes  of  writing." 
The  chief  advantage,  which  is  admittedly  a  very  great  one,  is  that 
by  the  machine  one  writes  from  left  to  right,  and  therefore  the 
Blind  can  read  and  correct  immediately  what  they  have  written 
without  taking  the  paper  off  the  writing  board.  In  fact  the 
Braille  dots  are  formed  from  underneath  the  paper,  instead  of 
from  above.  We  have  not  yet  had  an  opportunity  of  seeing  one 
of  the  boards,  and  only  give  the  information  about  them  which 
has  appeared  in  various  newspapers. 


25.  Jules  Verne,  who  has  given  so  much  enjoyment  by  his 
well-known  novels  to  very  many  of  his  readers,  has  become 
blind.  And  the  same  affliction  has  fallen  on  the  Baroness  de 
Rhaden,  the  famous  circus-rider  in  days  gone  by,  who  is  now 
living  at  Boulogne  with  her  father,  in  very  straitened  circum- 
stances. Her  husband,  who  was  of  an  intensely  jealous 
disposition,  fought  several  duels,  and  died  suddenly  in  1897. 


3<H 
THE     APRIL     CONFERENCE. 


The  arrangements  for  the  Conference,  now  being 
organised  by  the  Committee  of  the  Gardner  Trust,  in  regard  to 
matters  relating  to  the  Blind,  are  well  advanced. 

The  Conference  will  be  held  on  April  22nd,  23rd  and  24th, 
in  the  Hoare  Memorial  Hall,  at  the  Church  House,  West- 
minster. This  is  a  central  and  convenient  position.  The 
entrance  to  the  Church  House  is  from  Great  Smith  Street, 
which  leads  off  Victoria  Street,  just  opposite  the  Westminster 
Pala  :e  Hotel.  There  is  a  constant  stream  of  omnibuses  passing 
up  and  down  Victoria  Street  from  all  parts  of  London,  and 
St.  James  Park  and  Westminster  Bridge  Stations  on  the  Metro- 
politan District  Railway  are  within  a  few  minutes'  walk  of  the 
Church  House. 

The  Conference  will  be  preceded  on  Monday,  April  21st,  at 
8  p.m.,  by  a  Service  at  Belgrave  Chapel  (Church  of  England), 
Halkin  Street,  off  Belgrave  Square,  on  the  kind  invitation,  of 
the  Rev.  H.  J.  R.  Marston,  M.A.,  the  Incumbent.  The  Service 
will  be  conducted  entirely  by  those  who  are  blind — the  officiating 
clergy  and  the  members  of  the  choir  all  being  blind. 

The  Committee  of  the  Gardner  Trust  have  appointed  a 
Consultative  Committee  of  eleven  members  outside  their  own 
number  to  assist  in  arranging  details  in  connection  with  the 
Conference,  and  the  result  is  that  the  following  arrangements 
(liable  to  slight  alterations)  have  been  decided  on  : — 

The  Six  Meetings  will  be  held  as  follows : — 

Tuesday,  April  22nd,  10  a.m.  to  1  p.m.  Chairman  :  The  Rijht 
Hon.  The  Earl  Egerton  of  Tatton,  late 
Chairman  of  the  Royal  Commission  on  the 
Blind,  Deaf  and  Dumb,  &c. 
Education. — "The  higher  education  of  the  Blind,"  oy  the 
Rev.  H.  J.  R.  Marston,  M.A.,  formerly 
Fellow  and  Reader  in  English  Literature  of 
the  University  of  Durham. 
„  "  Provision  for  the  instruction  of  the  Blind  on 

attaining  1 6  years  of  age,  and  of  those  going 
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blind  after  that  age,  having  regard  to  the 

Act  of  1893,"   by  the  Rev.  T.  W.  Sharpe, 

C.B.,  late  H.M.  Chief  Inspector  of  Schools. 
2  to  5  p.m.     Chairman :    Mr.  Alfred  C.  Cronin, 

F.S.A.,  Master  of  the  Clothworkers  Company, 

1899  and  1900. 
„  "  Provision  for  "defective"  blind  children,"  by 

Mr.  C.   S.  Loch,   Secretary  of  the   Charity 

Organisation  Society. 
„  "  Physical  training  of  the  Blind,"  by  Dr.  F.  J. 

Campbell,  Principal  of  the   Royal   Normal 

College  for  the  Blind. 

Wednesday,  April  23rd,  10  a.m.  to  1  p.m.  Chairman:  Mr. 
W.  S.  Seton-Karr,  Chairman  of  the  Gardner 
Trust  for  the  Blind. 

Professions  and  Trades.— "  Professions  and  Trades  best 
adapted  for  the  Blind,  including  those  not 
usually  practised,  and  the  best  means  of 
helping  the  Blind  to  carry  on  the  trades  for 
which  they  have  been  trained,"  by  Mr. 
Henry  Stainsby,  General  Superintendent 
and  Secretary  of  the  Birmingham  Institution 
for  the  Blind. 
,,  "  Most  approved  methods  of  conducting  work- 

shops, including  the  question  of  wages,  and 
of  providing  lodging  accommodation  for  the 
workers,"  by  the  Rev.  St.  Clare  Hill,  Princi- 
pal of  the  School  for  the  Indigent  Blind, 
South  wark. 
2  to  5  p.m.  Chairman :  The  Right  Hon.  the 
Lord  Kinnaird,  a  Trustee,  and  a  member  of 
the  Committee,  of  the  Gardner  Trust  for  the 
Blind. 

Literature. — "  The  need  of  more  and  cheaper  Literature  for 
the  Blind,"  in  Braille  type,  by  Mr.  Alfred 
Hirst,  of  Whitby ;  and  in  Moon's  type,  by 
Miss  Moon,  the  daughter  of  the  inventor  of 
the  type. 
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"Uniform  Braille  System,"  by  Mr.  W.  H. 
Illmgworth,  Head  Master  of  the  Royal 
Blind  Asylum  and  School,  West  Craigmillar, 
Edinburgh. 

Thursday,  April  24th,  10  a.m.  to  1  p.m.     Chairman: 

The  Aged  Blind. — "  Provision  for  the  aged  by  means  of 
pensions,  homes,  or  otherwise,"  by  Mr. 
W.  S.  Seton-Karr,  Chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Gardner  Trust. 

"Statistics  concerning  Blindness,"  by  Mr.  Regi- 
nald MacLeod,  C.B.,  Registrar-General. 

"  Home  Teaching  Societies,"  by  Miss  E.  M. 
Bainbrigge,  Secretary  to  the  London  Home 
Teaching  Society  for  the  Blind. 
2  to  5  p.m.     Chairman  : 

General. — "  Greater  solidarity  and  interchange  of  opinion 
among  Institutions,  the  need  of  a  Central 
Bureau,  and  uniform  plan  of  keeping  ac- 
counts," by  Mr.  W.  H.  Tate,  Member  of  the 
Committee  of  the  Bradford  Institution  for 
the  Blind. 
"  Prevention  of  Blindness,"  by  Mr.  R.  Brudenell 
Carter,  F.R  C.S.,  Consulting  Ophthalmic 
Surgeon  to  St.  George's  Hospital. 
"  Intermarriage  of  blind  persons,"  by  Mr.  R.  N. 
Hartley,  M.B.,  B.S.  (London),  Hon.  Surgeon 
to  the  Institution  for  the  Blind,  Deaf  and 
Dumb,  and  to  the  Schools  for  the  Blind,  at 
Leeds. 

On  Friday,  April  25th,  arrangements  are  being  made  for 
visits  to  the  Institutions  for  the  Blind  in  and  near  London. 

The  readers  of  papers  will  be  allowed  twenty  minutes,  and 
speakers  will  be  limited  to  ten  minutes,  but  this  period  may  be 
extended  £in  special  cases  by  the  vote  of  the  majority  of  the 
meeting. 
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No  formal  resolutions  will  be  moved,  but  papers  will  be 
read  and  discussions  thereon  will  follow. 

Mr.  Maurice  Myers,  the  blind  stenographer,  has  been 
engaged  to  make  a  verbatim  report  of  the  proceedings,  which 
will  subsequently  be  printed. 

From  this  brief  account  of  the  arrangements  made  so  far,  it 
will  be  seen  that  the  Committee  of  the  Gardner  Trust  are  using 
every  endeavour  to  make  the  Conference  a  success.  To  ensure 
this,  however,  it  is  necessary  that  there  should  be  full  discussion 
on  each  paper,  and  the  Committee,  therefore,  hope  that  the 
Institutions  for  the  Blind  will  be  adequately  represented.  When 
everything  is  finally  settled,  a  circular  giving  full  information 
will  be  issued.     Admission  will  be  by  card  of  invitation  only. 


INSTITUTIONS     AND     SOCIETIES. 


Leeds.  The  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Leeds  United  Institution 

for  the  Blind  and  Deaf  and  Dumb,  was  held  on 
October  28th,  when  the  Lord  Mayor  presided,  and  the  25th 
Annual  Report  for  the  year  ended  June  30th  last  was  adopted. 
Fifty  blind  workers  and  five  deaf  mutes  have  been  employed,  and 
the  sales  amounted  to  £6,&6i.  There  was  a  loss  on  the  working 
of  the  basket,  caning,  and  mat  departments,  amounting  in  all  to 
£1 19,  and  a  profit  on  the  brush  department  of  ^155.  The  total 
deficiency  for  the  year  was  ^400.  The  wages  paid  to  the  blind 
and  deaf  during  the  year  amounted  to  ^1,282,  and  £~$l\  in 
addition  were  dispersed  by  way  of  pensions,  &c.  There  are  the 
names  of  407  blind  people  on  the  register  of  the  Visiting  and 
Relief  Society.  We  are  pleased  to  notice  a  Sick  Society  managed 
by  the  blind  workers  themselves,  with  a  balance  of  ^151  in  hand. 
A  sub-committee  visited  several  of  the  Institutions  for  the  Blind 
and  have  issued  a  valuable  report  in  regard  to  the  difficult  question 
of  finding  suitable  employment  for  the  Blind  on  leaving  school. 
As  this  is  one  of  the  questions  to  be  discussed  at  the  Conference 
to  be  held  in  April,  we  hope  that  the  Leeds  Institution  will  be 
largely  represented. 


3o8 

London.  The   North   London   Homes  for  blind  men   and 

women,  77,  Hanley  Road,  Crouch  Hill,  London,  N., 
founded  in  1880,  held  its  21st  Annual  Meeting  in  its  own  Jubilee 
Hall,  on  the  5th  of  June  last.  In  the  Annual  Report  which  was 
then  adopted,  it  is  stated  that  during  the  21  years,  292  blind  men 
and  women  have  found  shelter  in  the  Homes,  including  101  who 
are  now  there,  and  that  the  majority  of  them  had  outlived  all 
their  relatives  and  friends.  The  Homes  consist  of  six  freehold 
houses  and  a  Jubilee  Hall,  held  by  trustees  in  perpetuity  for  the 
benefit  of  the  Blind,  and  cost  nearly  ^"12, 000.  There  is  a  Branch 
Home  at  Southend-on-Sea,  where  the  Blind,  the  partially  Blind, 
and  their  guides  are  received. 

Nottingham.  The  Midland  Institution  for  the  Blind,  Chaucer 
Street,  Nottingham,  instituted  in  1843,  has  issued 
its  57th  Report  for  the  year  ended  March  31st  last.  The  Annual 
Meeting  was  held  on  June  26th,  when  the  report  was  read  and 
adopted.  On  March  31st  there  were  56  indoor  and  27  outdoor 
pupils,  and  35  adult  pupils  and  workers.  The  sales  in  the  indus- 
trial department  amounted  to  ^4,7 13,  being  nearly  ^600  more 
than  the  preceding  year,  and  it  is  certainly  very  satisfactory  to 
hear  "that  a  slight  profit  has  been  made  in  every  department." 
This  result  must  be  most  gratifying  to  the  superintendent,  Mr. 
Pine,  who,  as  the  committee  say,  "  has  been  as  successful  in  his 
efforts  for  the  progress  of  .the  Institution  as  he  has  been  unweary- 
ing." The  Inspector  in  his  report  also  states,  "  Mr.  Pine,  as 
usual,  exercises  an  excellent  control  over  this  most  serviceable 
institution."  We  hope  that  at  the  Conference  to  be  held  in  April 
next,  Mr.  Pine  will  be  able  to  give  us  some  valuable  hints  as  to 
the  best  way  of  carrying  on  a  workshop  for  the  Blind  without 
monetary  loss.  The  educational  work  of  this  institution  has  now 
been  discontinued,  and  henceforth  the  efforts  of  the  committee 
will  be  directed  to  the  technical  training  and  the  industrial 
employment  of  the  Blind  above  1 6  years  of  age.  The  sum  of 
£%6 1  was  paid  to  blind  workers  and  the  profit  on  trading  amounted 
to  £i2j.  Grants  of  wool,  willows,  &c,  at  a  cost  of  ^66  were 
made  to  old  pupils.     A  legacy  of  £100  was  received.     The  report 
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is  nicely  illustrated  and  we  are  glad  to  notice  very  practical 
suggestions  to  the  parents  of  blind  children,  especially  in  regard 
to  purulent  ophthalmia. 

York.  The   Annual    Meeting   of  the   Governors   of    the 

Yorkshire  School  for  the  Blind  (instituted  1833), 
was  held  on  October  25th,  when  the  Dean  of  York  presided. 
The  Report  for  the  year  ended  December  31st,  1900,  was 
adopted,  and  the  following  important  resolution  was  also  passed  : 
"  That  the  Committee  have  power  to  offer  the  friends  of  the 
Blind  in  any  town  in  Yorkshire  not  containing  any  workshop  for 
the  Blind,  and  in  which  may  be  established  to  their  satisfaction 
a  workshop  for  the  Blind,  a  percentage  on  each  or  all  of  the 
following  sums  of  money  : — (a)  The  first  cost  of  such  establish- 
ment ;  (b)  The  annual  subscriptions  ;  and  (c)  The  gross  earnings 
of  such  a  workshop."  In  the  report  is  given  a  resolution,  unani- 
mously passed  by  the  Managing  Committee,  in  high  apprecia- 
tion of  the  late  Mr.  Buckle's  devoted  services  at  the  Institution. 
Mr.  A.  B.  Norwood  has  been  appointed  in  his  room,  as  superin- 
tendent. The  number  of  children  in  the  school  on  Dec.  31st 
was  67  (42  boys  and  25  girls),  and  23  outmates,  viz.,  14  basket- 
makers,  8  brush-makers,  and  1  mat-maker.  The  legacies 
amounted  to  ^2,578  ;  and  the  trade  receipts  to  ^2,996,  exclusive 
of  ^474  from  the  Industrial  Home  for  Blind  Women  at  Scar- 
borough, which  is  an  offshoot  of  the  Institution  and  has  eight 
inmates.  ^828  were  paid  to  blind  workers,  and  ^173  to  blind 
teachers  and  assistants;  ,£116  were  granted  to  former  pupils. 
The  Committee  founded  a  workshop  at  Middlesborough  in  1898, 
where  four  men  and  one  woman  are  employed,  and  have  also 
assisted  in  the  initial  expenses  in  workshops  recently  started  at 
Wakefield  and  at  Huddersfield.  We  are  pleased  to  notice  in  the 
report  suggestions  as  to  the  treatment  of  the  inflammation  of  the 
eyes  of  infants,  and  also  practical  hints  to  parents  of  blind 
children. 
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RECENT     LITERATURE. 


During  the  past  few  months  the  following  works  have 
been  stereotyped  in  Braille  by  the  British  and  Foreign  Blind 
Association,  33,  Cambridge  Square,  Hyde  Park,  London,  W. 


Brooke,  Stopford  A.,  M.A. 

Primer  of  English  Literature,  vol.  i..  . 
„  „  „  vol.  ii. 

vol.  iii. 
„  „  „  vol.  iv.  (completion) 

Carroll    Lewis,   Alice  in  Wonderland  (interpointed), 

2  vols. 
Fouque,  La  Motte,  Undine,  in  2  vols. 
Hall  &  Stevens'  Euclid,  vol.  iv. 

vol.  v 

Fyffe,  C.  A.,  M.A.,  History  of  Greece,  in  3  vols. 
Table  of  Weights  and  Measures 
Guide  to  Map  of  Africa 
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Chopin  Studies,  op.  10  (Selections  Nos.  1,  3,  4,  6  &  10) 
op.  25  „     Nos.  4,  5,  6,8,  10  &  11) 

Watson,  Edward,  A.R.C.O.,  The  Braille  Musical  Nota- 
tion.    A  Text  Book,  complete  in  2  vols. 


1     9 
1    10 

5     o 


In  Moon's  type  by  Moon's   Society,    104,   Queen's  Road, 

Brighton  : —  s     ^ 

John  Gilpin  .  .  ,  .  .  .  .  .  . .  .  .  07^ 

John  Halifax  Gentleman  (2nd  edition),  vol.  i.,  ii.,  iii.,  each  4     6 

Marmion,  vol.  i.  &  ii.  .  .  . .  .  .  . .  „  46 

Ningpo,  Primer        . .  . .  . .  . .  .  .  ..26 

Other  books  are  in  preparation. 


Farmer  &  Sons,  Printers,  2Q=    Eda;ware  Road,  London,  W. 


^: 


M^%* 


W:  m-s&bi 


WLM 


U  ii  *■■■  >    ■      ^3 


\  j  i    ,  ■L'"  .  '  <>■■* " 


